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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

 

Rwanda’s 7
th

 National Children’s Summit was a 

momentous occasion for children with disabilities and 

those who live in institutions. For the first time ever, these 

children, along with 416 others, from each of Rwanda’s 

sectors and refugee camps, gathered for three days in Kigali 

– the last at Parliament – in the presence of the nation’s 

Prime Minister and top leadership, to make their views 

known on family life, education, health and development 

with equity. 

 

Top amongst their recommendations was the inclusion of 

children living with disabilities in all fora and special 

attention to their needs, whether in school, in health facilities or in families.  

 

Children also emphasised the importance of better social protection for vulnerable children, 

fighting violence against children, eliminating malnutrition, promoting hygiene, ensuring school 

meals, increasing access to early childhood development services and making sports and 

electricity available in all schools 

 

The Summit was officially opened by the Children's President, Eric Ngabonziza, who lives with 

a disability and uses sign language to communicate. Eric was elected by the 500+ child 

delegates to preside over discussions during the Summit. "Because of this summit," he 

explained, "I feel 

more confident. I 

have met children 

from all over 

Rwanda and 

discussed with 

them what we 

can do to help 

children who are 

not as fortunate 

as us."  

 

The Ministry of 

Gender and 

Family Promotion 

 “I hope that next year, 

when we meet again, 

that the majority of 

children in orphanages 

would have found 

families.” 

 

Rwanda’s Prime Minister, 

Pierre Damien 

Habumuremyi 
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and the National Children’s Commission organised the  summit, with the support of UNICEF and 

other partners,  so that children could discuss how they could contribute to the nation’s second 

Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy (EDPRS) as well as ensure their rights to 

family life, quality healthcare and inclusive education. 

 

Children's Summits have been organised in Rwanda since 2004 to give children a democratic 

forum to express their views on matters that concern them. Six have been held so far; focusing 

on unity and reconciliation; a Rwanda fit for 

children; children and the country’s 

development plan; the role of children in 

fighting genocide ideology; the role of children 

in fighting violence against children; and 

education fit for children.  

 

The current summit process began in 

December 2011 with a series of sector level 

consultations with children, which were 

organised with the support of local authorities, 

the National Children’s Commission and the 

Ministry of Gender and Family Promotion, with 

support from UNICEF. 

 

During these pre-consultations, over ten 

thousand children developed 

recommendations related to what 

development with equity meant to them as 

well as what they wanted in terms of family 

life, health and educational outcomes in the 

next national development plan. These 

recommendations were then submitted to 

children who attended the summit. 

 

Children debated these recommendations and 

added new perspectives to the discussions at 

pre-summit consultations held at the Red 

Cross Compound in Kigali from January 2-3, 

2012. Facilitators, who had been trained by 

Play Therapy, an international NGO based in 

Ethiopia, renowned for promoting children’s 

participation, led these discussions and helped in recording the final recommendations. 

 

The highlight of the summit, was of course, the third day, which was full of rich discussions 

Rarely have I heard of such an inclusive 

process in the planning of a national 

development document.  Following 

child-driven, country-wide 

consultations, you have over 500 

democratically elected children’s 

representatives sitting in the Rwandan 

National Parliament…contributing 

ideas…debating 

recommendations…and shaping the 

future of your country.  That does not 

happen in many countries.  If any! 

 

And let me say how pleased we at 

UNICEF are that, in line with Rwanda’s 

focus on equity -- reaching the most 

disadvantaged -- today, we welcome 

children from all backgrounds and all 

circumstances.    

 

Let me also congratulate President 

Kagame and his government on their 

bold vision… on their nationwide 

participation and planning… and all of 

you for your part in transforming 

Rwanda.  Because you are.  

 

UNICEF’s Executive Director Anthony 

Lake 
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and memorable 

speeches from 

the Children’s 

President, the 

Prime Minister, 

UNICEF’s 

Executive 

Director, 

Anthony Lake; 

the Minister of 

Gender and 

Family 

Promotion and 

UNICEF’s 

Representative 

to Rwanda. 

 

The summit was aired live on Rwandan television, radio and on social media and children who 

could not attend were able to SMS or call in with questions for officials in attendance, including 

the Minister of Education, local administrative heads, faith-based leaders and mayors/vice 

mayors of several districts. 
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BACKGROUND 

 

Annual national Children’s Summits bring together children’s delegates from all administrative 

sectors in Rwanda to express their views and wishes about nation building.  

 

Children's Summits have been organised in Rwanda since 2004 to give children a democratic 

forum to express their views on matters that concern them. Six have been held so far; focusing 

on unity and reconciliation; a Rwanda fit for children; children and the country’s development 

plan; the role of children in fighting genocide ideology; the role of children in fighting violence 

against children; and education fit for children.  

 

This year’s theme was “Children and Equity: Our Contribution to the EDPRS” 

7
th

 Children’s Summit Objectives: 

 

• Every Child Needs a Family – promoting a loving family environment for the most 

vulnerable children (including prevention of family violence, positive parenting, and 

alternatives to institutionalisation) 

• Healthy Children, Healthy Rwanda (healthy lifestyles for children including prevention 

of drug abuse, HIV and STIs and using new innovations to support the health, nutrition 

and optimum development of all Rwanda’s children) 

• Our dreams, Our Rwanda (Focus on promoting school achievement and retention for a 

better future) 

 

This summit was organised in partnership with the Ministry of Gender and Family Promotion, 

The National Children’s Commission, UNICEF and other partners to discuss how children could 

contribute to the nations' second Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy 

(EDPRS) as well as ensure their rights to family life, quality healthcare and inclusive education.  

 

What was unique about this summit was the participation of children living with disabilities, 

from orphanages and from refugee camps, who accounted for 20% of all children, along with 

children who represented each of Rwanda’s 416 sectors. 

  

Pre-Summit Consultations 

 

In the lead up to the January summit, over then thousand children across Rwanda participated 

in pre-summit consultations with the aim of  having children discuss their views on what 

development with equity meant to them, what their dreams for family life, education and health 

were about and why they were excited about the upcoming 7
th

 Children’s Summit. During the 

discussions, held in each sector, children made recommendations related to family life, health 

and education. The children were asked to organise themselves in groups and choose which 
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theme of the four above was important to them and discuss it at length. Each group elected a 

President and Rapporteur and at the end of their discussion provided a written report to their 

cell executive to transmit to the NCC. These papers were then compiled by Vice Mayors in 

charge of Social Affairs at the district level and transmitted onwards. Children were also asked to 

choose who would represent them at the national consultations to be held in Kigali from 

January 2-4th.  

 

 

 

Summit Discussions 

 

Although the actual Summit took place on the 4th of January, children who were elected to 

come to Kigali, held two extra days of deliberations before the summit to discuss these 

recommendations and which issues they thought merited urgent attention. The first two days of 

the pre-summit consultations was held at the Red Cross Compound in Kigali and led by 

professionally trained facilitators from Play Therapy, an international NGO based in Ethiopia, 

renowned for promoting children’s participation. The pre-summit allowed the children to 

discuss the summit themes in a little more detail and develop recommendations that would be 

shared with high ranking government officials on the 4
th

 of January.  

 

The actual summit, when children met with policy makers in Rwanda’s National Parliament, took 

place on January 4. The summit was aired live on Rwandan television, radio and on social media 

and children who could not attend were able to SMS or call in with questions for government 

officials in attendance, who in addition to the Prime Minister, included the Ministers of 
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Education and Gender and Family Promotion, Governors, faith-based leaders and mayors/vice 

mayors of several districts. 

  

 

PANEL 1: EVERY CHILD NEEDS A FAMILY  

 

Panel Participants: Hon. Minister Inyumba Aloisea, MIGEPROF; Hon. State Minister 

Mukabaramba Alvera, MINALOC; Mrs. Noala Skinner, UNICEF Representative; Mr. Ngabonziza 

Damien, NCC Board President 

 

Moderator: Rutayisire Cedrick, AGE, Nyamata, Bugesera  

 

The panel opened with the sharing of the following key resolutions:  

• We ask all district officials to include in their performance contract the establishment of 

functional children’s forum at all levels  

• We ask that children with disabilities be represented in children’s committees’ at all 

administrative levels.   

• We ask our government to add children’s issues on the VUP (social protection programme) 

agenda  

• We ask our government to establish a concept called “Have a friend” similar to the “One 

Cow per poor family” to promote friendship between rich and poor families  

• We are asking our government to strengthen the capacity of institutions that advocate for 

children living in difficult situations  

• We ask our government to put in place a special committee to monitor activities intended 

for children 

• We ask our government to ensure that the programme that returns parental property to 

orphans be accelerated. 

• We ask our government to enact laws that punish parents who abuse or do not take care of 

their children  

• We ask our government to sensitise parents that “every child needs to be raised in a family” 

where s/he is cared for with love  

• We ask the local authorities to include in their performance contracts preventive 

mechanisms against sending children to orphanages and institutions.   

• We ask our government to sensitise parents to take care of children with disabilities as they 

would “normal” children 

• We ask our government to put in place a system for monitoring foster families 

• We ask NCC officials to share the recommendations from the children’s summit with all 

parents  

• We ask that all parents should be sensitised on the prevention of drug abuse, including 

consumption of alcohol among children  
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Several additional issues were raised by the children present in the parliament or via telephone 

or SMS. For instance, one caller highlighted the need for regular follow-up of children in foster 

families and institutions. It was suggested that local leaders and line-ministries work together to 

make sure that the children are monitored closely to avoid any form of abuse or exploitation.   

 

The Minister of Gender and Family Promotion, Aloisea Inyumba, agreed with the 

recommendations of the children for improved child care and suggested the establishment of 

a monitoring programme to closely follow up on all children in foster families and institutions. 

She said that all foster parents should be sensitised on the rights of the child and  how to care 

for the child in the best possible way. According to her, every child should have a family and 

institutionalisation should only be used as a last resort.  

 

The Prime Minister emphasised that it is a collective responsibility for all Rwandans to follow 

up on the well-being of all children. He said that there is a need for better monitoring and 

accountability for children and that this should also be included in performance contracts at the 

community level. He also said that better coordination and communication is also essential, to 

ensure the well-being of all children living in alternative family care situations.  

 

Child delegates also highlighted the issue of child labour, citing examples where children as 

young as seven were involved in heavy manual labour. Panel members cited the existence of a 

law against child labour and trafficking and encouraged children to inform the government if 

they knew of any child taking part in such activities. The Prime Minister insisted that district 

leaders need to follow this issue closely and make sure that no child is working, when s/he 

should be at school.  

 

Some children 

also raised the 

issue of child 

headed 

households and 

the fact that 

many children 

who live in these 

households are 

often orphans 

and poor and 

some even have 

their assets 

seized by 

neighbours or 
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relatives. The Prime Minister emphasised that orphans over 18 years of age merit assistance 

and aid and are entitled to their inheritance acceding to the law. 

 

The issue of discrimination against children with disabilities was highlighted with a  suggestion 

made to have a special forum for such children. The UNICEF Representative, Noala Skinner, 

suggested that instead of establishing separate forums  for children with disabilities, children 

with disabilities could be included in current associations and organisations. 

 

Violence against children was another issue raised by the children, who asked that parents use 

dialogue and discipline, rather than violence as punishment. They also emphasised that families 

should care for survivors of gender-based violence and not stigmatise them or chase them from 

their home (particularly girls who fall pregnant as a result of rape). 

 

 

PANEL 2: HEALTHY CHILDREN, HEALTHY RWANDA  

 

Panel Members: Nukambe Zero (representing people with disability), Uzziel  Ndagijimana 

(MOH), Dr. Fidele Ngabo, (MoH), Dr. Friday A. Nwaigwe (UNICEF, Chief of Health and Nutrition) 

 

Panel Moderator: Rutaicire Cedrick, 5
th

 year student, Nyamata, Bugasera.  

 

Cedric Rutaicire opened the panel with the reading of recommendations from children. Key 

amongst these were the following: 

 

• We ask our government to ensure that by 2013 no child has kwashiorkor or is malnourished  

• We ask local authorities to reinforce the “Agakono n’agakoko k’umwana” (children’s food 

pot)” program and to revive the “Village kitchen” where mothers come together to learn 

how to prepare balanced diets for their families  

• We advocate for children living in refugee’s camps to have sufficient and nutritious diets  

• We ask our government to develop a behaviour change programme for parents, related to 

hygiene and sanitation with emphasis on the use of clean water at school and in households  

• We wish to have adequate and sufficient health facilities or centres and paediatricians for all 

children at the end of the EDPRS II  

• We wish by the end of 2013 to have 80 per cent of boys circumcised at no cost  

• We ask our government to strengthen the family planning program, as some children are 

denied their rights to education due to large families  

• We ask our government, parents and relevant development partners to buy, renew or 

replace aids for children living with disabilities  

• We ask our government to put in place mechanisms to prevent the abuse and exploitation 

of children with disabilities  
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• We ask that doctors be trained in sign language so that they can treat children with hearing 

impairments  

• We ask that local authorities help children with mental disabilities  to access psychosocial 

centres and facilitate their reintegration in their respective families  

   

Children opened the panel with questions related to children living with disabilities and 

children orphaned by AIDS. Senior officials from the Ministry of Health highlighted the extent to 

which the Government has addressed their needs, focusing as well on the role of families in the 

process. 

 

Children also highlighted the importance of eliminating malnutrition as a high national 

development priority. The discussion focused on district plans to eliminate malnutrition, the 

very important role of the family and the importance of using RapidSMS technology as a 

monitoring tool. UNICEF’s Chief of Health and Nutrition emphasized the role of families in 

promoting nutritious food habits and a clean environment. Some delegates suggested that 

children who have learned about nutrition should speak out, as they might be more informed 

than their parents.  It was generally felt that families should have the best information to ensure 

the proper registration of births, to prevent disease, to ensure that children sleep under bed 

nets and to promote good sanitation and hygiene practices. 

 

 

PANEL 3: OUR DREAMS, OUR RWANDA 

 

Panel members: Edward Kalisa (Ministry of Labour, MINISPOC), Hareramungu Mathias (State 

Minister, MINEDUC), Iris Uttersprot (Head of Education, UNICEF Rwanda), Mr. Rucagu Boniface 

(Chairman for Iturero). 

 

Moderator: Nyampinga Deliphine 

 

The following key recommendations  from children were presented: 

 

• We ask our government to increase the number of teachers for children with disabilities and 

to provide appropriate school materials  for them 

• We ask our government that all schools construction and other infrastructure consider 

children living with disabilities  

• We ask our government that the “One lap top per child” programme reaches every child  

• We ask our government to provide electricity to schools and  rural areas  

• We ask our government to ensure that no child is denied his right to education because of 

the lack of school materials or incentives for teachers  

• We ask our government to increase the number of Early Childhood Development (ECD) 

centres and train ECD caregivers  
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• We ask our government to add lessons in nutrition in the school curriculum 

• We ask our government to assist our teachers to build their own houses near our schools  

• We ask our government to increase sport space/places and entertainments activities for 

children  

• We ask the government to facilitate access to internet for children to enable them 

express/give their views and ideas on national issues  

• We ask the government to build technical schools nearby refugees ‘camps to allow children 

who do not have chance for secondary education to pursue their studies  

 

Several children raised concerns about schools not being affordable for many vulnerable 

children. They highlighted  inequitable access to scholarships, assistance and resources. Some 

delegates mentioned that children who were unable to pay the costs associated with schooling 

(materials, uniforms, etc.) might be at risk of engaging in child labour, premature sex and risky 

behaviour. Lack of social safety nets for such children and their families also entails bigger risks. 

 

Delegates suggested that assistance be provided to children from vulnerable groups to help 

cover school related costs. In response, some panel members recommended cost-sharing, 

scholarships and programmes that link poor families with rich are one who can support them.  

It was also suggested that the District Education Fund be used to help the poorest and most 

vulnerable children to partially cover school related expenses. Panel members also felt that 

community and district leaders need to properly identify children who are not in school, at risk 

of dropping out of school, or not learning to better understand the reasons and effectively 

address problems.  

 

Children living with disabilities raised the importance of teachers being sufficiently trained, 

equipped and motivated to teach children with disabilities. Children living in refugee camps 

also raised their lack of access to school. 

 

Children also raised the issue of lack of supplies in schools, including for children with 

disabilities. The Minister of State for Education pledged to distribute 1500 mobile teaching kits 

for science and 100,000 laptops. He also said more schools would have access to electricity and 

that a number of children with hearing disabilities had already been provided with hearing aids 

in spite of their high unit cost in 2011. 

 

The training of teachers to cater to the needs of children living with disabilities was also 

raised, with some children suggesting that teachers who spend extra time to help such children 

be properly trained, provided with equipment and tools and be adequately compensated. 

Children also recommended that more teachers learn sign language. 

 

Children were also concerned about access issues for children with disabilities. The Ministry of 

Education responded that it was working towards ensuring that all schools were within a 4-5 
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kilometre radius of children’s homes. UNICEF's Chief of Education also recommended that the 

policy and strategic plan on inclusive education and education for children with special be 

finalised to ensure that it promotes equal opportunities for all children.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

At the end of the day, a representative of the children reread all the recommendations from 

each panel, adding the following for consideration by the Government: 

 

• We are committed to fight against drug abuse and to denounce sugar daddies and sugar 

mummies.  

• We are committed to denounce whoever misuses children’s funds  

• We are committed to help our parents to fight against malnutrition by eating nutritious 

foods 

• We are committed to help our parents in educating children who misbehave or do not do 

what is required of them. 

• We pledge to share these recommendations with other children that we are representing. 
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ANNEX A: JANUARY 4
TH

 AGENDA 

 

 

 

TIME ACTIVITY                              

7.00-7.30 Arrival of children  

7.30-8.00 Arrival of guests  

8:30 Arrival of Guest of Honour 

8:30-8:35 National Anthem 

8:35-8h40 Entertainment:-  Mss Maria Carine and Mashirika 

8.40-8.45 Welcome by the Child President of the Summit, Ngabonziza Eric, and by the Child Vice-

President Uwizeyimana Carine  

8:45-8:50 “Our Voices” – a short film on the pre-Summit consultations  

8:50-9:00 Remarks by UNICEF Country Representative, Mrs. Noala Skinner 

9:00-9:10 Remarks by the Minister of Gender and Family Promotion, Hon. Aloisea Inyumba  

9:10-9:30 Key note address and Official Opening by the Guest of Honour, Right Hon. Prime Minister  

Pierre Damien Habumuremyi 

9:30-9:40 Group Photo with the Guest of Honour  

9:40-10:00 Break 

10:00-10:25 Report on implementation of resolutions from the 6
th

 Children Summit & Discussion 

10:25-10:40 Introduction  and Discussion on Children and Equity in the EDPRS  

10:40-11:40 Panel 1: Every Child Needs a Family  

Child President of the panel: Rukagana Didier  

11:40- 12:45 Panel 2: Healthy Children, Healthy Rwanda  

Child President of the panel: Rutayisire Cedrick 

12:45-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-14.05 Artistic performance : Samputu 

14:05-15:30 Panel 3: Our Dreams, Our Rwanda 

Child President of the panel: Nyampinga Delphine 

15:30-16:00 Break & Compilation of recommendations 

16.00-16:30 Adoption of Final Summit Recommendations 

16:40-17:00 Closing Remarks 

17:00-18:00 Refreshments and Entertainment  
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ANNNEX B: ACRONYMS 

 

 

CWD    Children with Disabilities 

ECD   Early Childhood Development  

EDPRS   Economic Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy 

FARG    Support fund for genocide survivors  

MIDIMAR   Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs 

MIFOTRA   Ministry of Public Service and Labour 

MIGEPROF  Ministry of Gender and Family Promotion 

MINALOC  Ministry of Local Government 

MINEDUC    Ministry of Education 

MINICT   Ministry of ICT  

MININFRA  Ministry of Infrastructure 

MINISANTE (MOH) Ministry of Health 

MINISPOC  Ministry of Sports and Culture 

NCC    National Children’s Commission 

RHA   Rwanda Housing Authority  

 


