
 
 
For more details, please contact Geoffrey Mugisha, Country Director, Save the Children in Rwanda 
geoffrey.mugisha@savethechildren.org 
 
Produced Jan 2013 

P1 

...providing Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) opportunities to more than 2,800 
children in twenty-eight ECCD centres each year, benefitting around 11,200 siblings; 

...improving access to good quality child and maternal healthcare for 700,000 people; 

...reaching 50,000 parents and community members through community-based child protection networks 
to ensure children are safe from abuse and exploitation; 

...responding to an emergency influx of refugees from DRC by setting up child friendly spaces in two 
refugee camps, and establishing child protection committees with the refugee community; 

...currently setting up the first stages of a £10m innovative Education Signature Programme to support 
improved literacy for children aged 0-9. 

We are… 

THE SITUATION FOR CHILDREN IN RWANDA  

Rwanda has made remarkable progress since the 1994 genocide, which left the country with the 
highest proportion of orphans in the world. Rwanda’s progress has been particularly in promoting good 
governance and delivering essential services to the poor. It is one of the few African nations to be on track 
in the achievement of seven out of the eight Millennium Development Goals by 2015. For example, in the 
period 2005-2010, child mortality was reduced by nearly 50%, to 76 deaths per 1,000 live births. 

Rwanda has made a strong commitment to the promotion of the rights of children and their 
protection by ratifying the international conventions and protocols on children’s rights. This is evidenced by 
the establishment of the National Commission for the Child, and the Child Right’s Observatory. Also, in June 
2012, a new law was passed relating to the Rights and Protection of the Child, which is meant to be, in effect, a 
“Bill of Rights” for Rwandan children.  

However, Rwanda remains one of Africa’s poorest countries: 50% of its 10 million citizens are children 
below 18 years, and about 45% live below the poverty line, most acutely in rural areas. It is estimated that 
44% of children are chronically malnourished. Also, barely 10% of the 3-6 year olds eligible for preschool are 
actually enrolled.  

Additionally, Rwanda has still yet to fully 
harmonise its domestic laws with the articles of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Despite the conducive policy framework, there 
is still a lot that needs to be done to prevent 
abuse - physical, sexual, and emotional - 
perpetrated upon boys and girls. The structures 
meant for protection of children still lack 
capacity and are under-resourced.  

In the immediate aftermath of the 
genocide, Save the Children helped trace parents 
or relatives of thousands of children who had 
become separated from their. Since then, we 
have been working in partnership with the 
government and local stakeholders to promote a 
bright future for Rwanda’s children. 

rwanda 

Children aged 3-6 at an ECCD centre show off their 

new, brightly painted furniture 
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Education Signature Programme 

This is an exciting initiative that will build on our extensive work in ECCD in Rwanda over the past five 
years. The innovation aims to reverse the global crisis in learning by providing a continuum of services for 
children aged 0-9 focused on supporting learning outcomes and early grade literacy that ensures all children 
leave school able to read. The objectives of the Signature Programme are to: 

1. Close the gaps in early 
childhood care and education services before school. 

2. Improve the teaching of reading 
in school.  

3. Develop a culture of literacy 
and learning out of school.  

4. Increase children’s access to 
high quality, local language reading materials.  

For the immediate future, the Signature Programme will constitute the lion’s share of our programme 
portfolio. We are excited about its potential impact in providing a breakthrough for children in Rwanda and 
beyond. 

Child Protection 

With funding and partnership with World Vision, we are working in a District in the North of Rwanda in 
order to strengthen Child Protection networks at a grass-roots level, and advocating for systems approach 
to Child Protection to be adopted nationwide. This entails lots of training for communities, different service 
providers, children themselves, plus local authorities to ensure a coordinated effort for child protection. The 
idea is to create a model local Child Protection system which can then be scaled up and rolled out in other 
Districts in Rwanda.  

Child Protection in Emergencies 

Since May 2012, Save the Children has responded to an influx of refugees from the neighbouring DRC. 
Working in partnership with Unicef and UNHCR, we have set up child-friendly spaces in two refugee camps, 
setting up and strengthening mechanisms to prevent, identify and address CP issues. The political situation is 
in neighbouring DRC still volatile, but we are ready to respond.  

Health and Nutrition 

Our current health portfolio is small, but we are ambitious for the future. Our priority interventions are to 
improve child and maternal health by improving and developing health infrastructure. We do this by 
constructing and rehabilitating health centres and health posts. We also develop the capacity of health 
workers in order to strengthen the human resources in that sector.  

Regarding nutrition, our focus is on support government strategies to fight against chronic malnutrition 
through providing technical support in developing behaviour change messages and carrying out campaigns on 
nutrition and hygiene in 8 districts benefiting supported by USAID funded Project. 

Child Rights Governance  

Currently Save the Children does not have any projects specifically on Child Rights Governance. However, 
for the past few years, we have been supporting a child-led organisation, l’Association d’Enfants et Jeunes 
Travailleurs (AEJT). With financial support from SCS, we have helped AEJT increase space for children to 

Thematic areas of focus 
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participate in its governance structures, capacity to train children in their networks on child protection 
issues and child rights.  This is a partnership we are eager to continue supporting in the future.  


